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This is a crazy system that we have allowed
to develop, because you lose Government health
insurance if you go to work and you make a
certain amount of money. That’s what these fine
people are trying to do. And I thought what
Senator Kennedy said was great. I’d like it if
it passed by Independence Day, but I’d like
it, for sure, if we could get it up to the White
House and have a signing ceremony by the 26th
of July, which is the ninth anniversary of the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

But I would like to ask all the members of
the press that are here to make sure that our
fellow Americans understand the practical im-
pact. There are thousands of these stories. But
with all the requirements of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, you will never get the tens of
thousands of people who could come into the
work force—maybe hundreds of thousands that
aren’t there—without this bill. This is a pro-
foundly important piece of legislation.

And I would like to make one last economic
argument. There’s a lot of discussion now about
how our economy can continue to grow even
more with unemployment as low as it is without

inflation. The only way to do that is to find
new markets and new workers. And as nearly
as I can tell, there are only two or three options.
You can sell more American products overseas,
or you can put people to work in high unem-
ployment areas in America, in the urban and
rural areas, or you can reach the unreached
population of Americans who are dying to go
to work, which are the remaining people on
welfare who want to work and an even larger
number—much larger number—the American
disability community, fully capable of working
in thousands and thousands and thousands of
jobs—now with them closed because of the
health care barrier.

We need to get this story out. The Senate
is going to pass this bill. The House will have
it, and we’ll have a great celebration on July
the Fourth and again on July the 26th.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:50 p.m. in the
Lyndon Baines Johnson Room at the Capitol. In
his remarks, he referred to IDEA, the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act.

Statement on the President’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board Report
on Security at the Energy Department Weapons Labs
June 15, 1999

On March 18, 1999, I asked the President’s
Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board, the
PFIAB, to undertake a review of the security
threat at the Department of Energy’s weapons
labs and the measures that have been taken
to address it. PFIAB Chairman Warren B.
Rudman presented the Board’s findings to me
today. I have asked the PFIAB to make the
report available to Congress and to the public.

I would like to thank Senator Rudman and
the Board members who undertook this impor-
tant study over a 90-day period, reviewing hun-
dreds of documents and conducting dozens of
interviews. As the report recognizes, the Depart-
ment of Energy represents the best of America’s
scientific talent and expertise. The value of their
contributions makes it imperative that we place
a premium on ensuring that we have instituted
the best possible measures for the protection

of our nation’s most valuable secrets at Depart-
ment facilities.

This administration already has taken unprec-
edented steps to reduce the vulnerability of our
secrets at the labs. Over a year ago I issued
a sweeping directive to strengthen counterintel-
ligence across the board at the Department of
Energy, and Secretary Richardson has aggres-
sively instituted new rules and procedures for
counterintelligence and security at DOE facili-
ties. The PFIAB has made a number of pro-
posals which we will carefully review. We re-
main committed to taking the necessary steps
to safeguard our Nation’s secrets.

As these vital national security issues are ad-
dressed, we will be most successful if we con-
tinue our efforts in a bipartisan manner with
close cooperation between the Executive and
Legislative branches of Government.
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